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didn’t want to be ingide in the movie room in the sommer —we
wanted to be outside with the orickets and the babhling brook and the
sounds of nature. Mow, when we're sitting out there, we feel like we're
om vacation”

[im Douthit, ovner of a Blade of Grass in Wayland, secs the appeal
of outdoor additions as well. *Creating an outdoor ‘room” makes it feel
like your home has a whole new level of living space” But he also
points out that it's important to make these *rooms™ casity acoessible.
“If vou have an exterior space that’s just a few steps from the house,
you're much more likely to use it™ One of the things he’s hig on is
clevating patios. “Walldng down two steps versus four can malee all the

difference when you're doing it a lot™

He also believes in adding interesting visual elements whenever
poasible. “Midng a brick horringbone pattern with traditional bhue-
stome provided a little extra something at one Wellesley home” he said.
Without deterring from practicality, the bridks added texture and cre-
ated a dining space distinct from the rest of the patio.

OUne clients home in Weston had a view of a wire fonee, with very
little privacy. French doors opencd to a yard, but the space was com-
pletehy underutitized. Douthit recommended building a large bluestone
patio with a fircplace and sitting wall separate from the dining area. To
create privacy; his landscapers planted dark American Arbomdtac along
with white pine, spruce, and hemlock trees beyond the stone fireplace,

creating an additional spot for family and fricnds to gather. And becanse
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Are you experiencing back pain,

neck pain, or headaches?

95% of such toses do not require surgery
and con be treated ond cored nonoperatively.

Dr. ©mar El Abd is board cartifed in acth
Fain ard Physical Medicine cnd o regioaal
expoert on gpine interventions. He and his i=am
saeciolize in the nonoperafive monagement af

pairhl spire conditions. Laccted conveniently
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I you're in pain, we can help.
Plaase call us new o sat
up a consultation.

Newton Wellesley & |

LN |nferventional Spine iz
!_ 378 Woashington Strest o I_::-

" TOP DOCS Wallaslay, MA 02431
Hb wWwwW.Nwispine.com
781-489-5541 S E| Abd, MD
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5 A BLADE OF GRASS
08,348 4500
www abladecigrass. com
u BELMONT LANDSCAPE & TREE
817 489 1888
= 0AN GORDOM LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
81 .237.6761
www dangordonasacclates. oom
B ELLIGTT BRUMNDAGE LANDSCAPE DESIGH
T8 .470.4870
www. aliiotthrundage. com
= GREGORY LOMBARDI DESIGN

Douthit raised the grade of the patio to match the dining room level, “it
now feels like 1t's part of the same room,” he explamed.

Another of Douthit’s projects in Weston had an oversized, flat yard,
which was casier to work with than some, but begged for depth and
dimension. In this case, the dient wanted a place to relax in the summer
and entertain, while also creating an intimate setting for family. The
teamn at a Blade of Grass transformed the space by adding extra win-
dows for an enhanced vicw; an expansive patio and pool with hot tubg
and plantings of plane trees, becownod, quick fire hydrangeas, and tree-
form *PeeCiee” hydrangeas.

“Hardscaping adds beautiful strocture to a space, but mixing it with
plantings and landscaping is what makes a project really special?” added
Diouthit.

Mo matter how small, steep, wooded, or barren as your yard may be,
most lots have undersed space that can be repurposed and trans-
formed by someone with a trained eye and creative vision. In the end, it
can make all the difference. Having outdoor space provides an extra
space to entertain—or just relax and decompress. (W
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